
City Council Ward Redistricting
• State Law requires review of existing voter districts after each federal census

• Washington State Law that drives our requirement is RCW 29A.76.010

RCW 29A.76.010(1):  
It is the responsibility of each county, municipal corporation, and special purpose 

district with a governing body comprised of internal director, council, or commissioner 
districts not based on statutorily required land ownership criteria to periodically redistrict 
its governmental unit, based on population information from the most recent federal 
decennial census. 

• The most recent Census and data publication was impacted by Covid
• The RCW was updated to require entities not holding elections in 2022 to have 

redistricting completed by November 15, 2022



City Council Ward Redistricting
All City requirements listed in the RCW



City Council Ward Redistricting
The Statute (RCW 29A.76.010) requires the City a number of things be done on for the redistricting 
plan, such as: 

 Ensuring each ward be as nearly equal as possible

 As compact as possible

 Be geographically contiguous

 Population data not used for favoring or disfavoring any racial group or political party 

 Coincide with natural boundaries and preserve existing communities

 Ensure full and reasonable public notice

 Ensure publication of the plan with public notice of the public meeting

 Allow public comment on the published plan

 Amend the plan as necessary after receiving public comment



Redistricting Schedule



Anacortes Council Wards



Census Data Results

They have a strong background and strong references, including the Port of 
Anacortes. 

• Established in 1979, they’ve done over 1,000 redistricting plans for a wide 
variety of governmental entities. 

The contract was not to exceed $2,000
• Actual cost was $300

The City contracted with Sammamish Data to evaluate the impact of 
the Census data to the City’s wards. 



Census Data Results
The statue requires wards to be as nearly equal as possible. It was suggested that 
within 10% variance across wards could be considered equal. 

• The census showed a City population of 17,637
• Divided by 3 Wards gives an ideal population of 5,879 for each ward
• The existing ward boundaries show a variances of: 

1. -.19% for Ward 1
2. .15% for Ward 2
3. .03% for Ward 3  



Census Data Results

The data below is from the Federal Data published from the Census. 

This shows Race data by existing Wards:



Census Data Conclusion

• Next steps: 
• Develop and publish the City’s redistricting plan. 
• Move forward with next steps as outlined in the statute and 

schedule reviewed earlier. 

• If Council agrees, the redistricting plan will be 
developed based on existing boundaries, and no changes 
will be proposed. 

• Questions? 


